Arson Factsheet
OVERVIEW

CCTV Footage

Interaction with police and fire services at an early stage
in the investigation is integral and the sharing of
information between parties can lead to a successful
outcome.

Interviewing of policyholders and witnesses should be
undertaken to establish a background for the events. Any
discrepancies in their accounts should also be recorded
and should be highlighted as further enquiry may be
required.

Fire Spread Trailer Patterns

As with all fire investigations, information is key in cases
where arson is suspected. Sources of information are
varied and every possibility should be investigated. These
include CCTV footage and fire and intruder alarm system
electronic logs.
Analysis of samples removed from fire scenes may
identify the presence of ignitable liquid residues.
Identification should be taken into context with other
observations and information from the investigation.

HINTS AND TIPS FOR INVESTIGATORS
PROPERTY RELATED:

Evidence of forced entry

Deliberate holes in wall, ceilings, floors

Fires in remote locations with view blocked or obscured

COMBUSTION RELATED:

Presence of liquid or solid accelerants

Unnatural fire spread

FIRE STATISTICS

Whilst the numbers of fires are reducing the cost of fires is
increasing. The Association of British Insurers (ABI) reported
in its Key Facts 2016 that insurers paid out £8.1m per day
in domestic property claims in 2015. Based on the value of
gross claims incurred, fire claims made up 16% of domestic
property claims by type in 2015. The Arson Prevention
Forum 'State of the Nation' Report on Arson - 2017 states
that according to Government figures (2016/17) 47% of all
fires attended by the Fire and Rescue Services in England
are classed as deliberate.

Multiple areas or points of origin of fire

CIRCUMSTANCES:

Unusual items in building

Fire during renovation or property sale

Items replaced with items of lesser value

FIRE PROTECTION:

Fire/security alarms deactivated

CCTV unusually switched off
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