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Background

*QOriginates in Asia
eIntroduced in Europe in 1825
*Three species in UK

*Very invasive and only ‘female’ plants
found in EU and USA

«Can grow 100-120mm per day!
*Can attain a height of 2-3m every season
*No natural control beyond native range

*Rhizomatous perennial plant — less than 1g
Is sufficient to start a new plant
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Habitats

*Railway embankments

*Hedgerows

*Wasteland/brownfield sites — e.g. East London
Olympic site

*Rivers

*Gardens

In Asia —wide spread especially on volcanoes
«Can tolerate poor soil conditions

*Rhizomes can extend to a depth of 3m and 7m
horizontally




Structural iIssues
*Can penetrate concrete and tarmac

*Should be removed from the foot print of a
development site prior to building or treated on site

*Can take 3-5 years to treat via herbicides but
controlled waters or other vegetation may limit its
use

eIt can still grow back after treatment!
*Soil containing rhizomes is ‘controlled waste’

*Soil containing treated rhizomes will probably be
considered a ‘hazardous waste’.
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Legislation
Wildlife and Countryside Act 1981

Section 14(2) of the Wildlife and Countryside Act
1981 (WCA 1981) states that “if any person plants or
otherwise causes to grow in the wild any plant which
i% included in Part |l of Schedule 9, he shall be guilty
ofan offence.” Japanese knotweed is ane of the
plants listed in the Schedule, Anyone convicted of an
offence underSection 14 of the WCA 1981 may face
a fine of £5,000 and/or & months imprisonment, or 2
years and/or an unlimited fine on indictment.
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Leqgislation
Environmental Protection Act 1990

The Envirommental Protection Act 1990 (EPA 1994)
containg a numberof legal provisions concerning
“controlled waste®, which are $at cut In Partll. Any
lapanese knotweed contaminated soll or plant
material that you discard, intend to decard arane
required to dscard |5 [leely to be classifled as
contmled waste, The most relevant provisions ane in

secilon 33 (1a) and (15 which create offences to do
with the depasit, treating, keeping or disposing of
contmlled waste without a licence, Exemptions from
licensing are svailable in some circuratances, and
ame sef out In Schedule 3 to the Waste Manage ment
Licensing Repulations 1994 as amended (the WMLE
1994) £.33 (1c) which makes itan offence 1o keep,
treat or dspose of controlled waste [n a manner
likety i case pollstion of the environment or harm to
human health,
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Publications
*Environment Agency
DEFRA
«Cornwall County Councll

*CIRIA (Management of invasive species due
October/November 2008)




Insurance Ramifications

Could be in subsoil 7m from vegetation seen above ground and 3m deep,

disturbed whilst underpinning,
installing a root barrier,
excavating to relay drains
Debris removal from gardens

Tracked vehicles should not be used on sites containing Japanese
Knotweed.

If disturbed or excavated it should be taken off site to an approved tip.

Horizontal ‘root membranes’ may be required to prevent rhizomes from
becoming caught in tyres of road going vehicles.

Flails should not be used to top it!
Cost of disposal may/will be high.
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General Exclusions

Do they apply?

Graduslly operating causes
dimy loss or damage arising from gradually operating causes including deterioration, wear and
tear, corrozion, rot or similar csizes,

Pallation or contaminaticon
dimg loss, damage= ar liability arising fram pollution or comamination unle=ss @used by:
« a sudden and unforeseen ard ideriifable accidemnd;

# |eakage of oil from a domestic cil installation at your home.

Cons=quential loss
Corsequential loss of amy kind incurred by mow or a member of your howsshaiicl

Communicable diseases

dirg liakility arsing direcdy or indirectly frorm the transmizssion of

# Human Immunodeficiencg Virus (HWV) andd or aryy HWV related illress induding Aoguired
Immune Defiziency Syndrome GIDS) andior ary mutant denvativee or vanations thereof
how &yer caused
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